
One great advantage to 
owning a home are the po-
tential tax benefits. For over 
75 years, the U.S. govern-
ment has given significant 
tax breaks to homeowners.  
For specific informa-
tion on how home 
ownership will affect 
your taxes, be sure to 
ask your tax advisor. 
 
For your primary 
residence you can 
deduct:   
 
· Interest on your home 

loan  
· Property taxes 
· Discount Points 
 
These expenses are de-

ducted from gross income 
before calculating the taxes 
owed. So if you pay $12,000 
a year in home equity loan 
interest, you deduct $12,000 
from your gross income. 

That's $12,000 
less of your in-
come that can 
be taxed if you 
already itemize 
deductions. 
Which can 
make a huge 
difference in 

your tax bill 
 
Home expenses that typi-
cally aren't tax-
deductible:  
 
Home improvement expenses 

(other than interest on a home 
improvement loan) 
 
· Closing costs, except for 

prorated property taxes and 
discount points 

· Real estate commissions 
· Home inspection, appraisal 

or loan application fees 
· Homeowner and co-op 

dues 
· Homeowners, flood and 

other insurance costs 
· Mortgage insurance  

Consumer product 
and home safety: 
call the U.S. Con-

sumer Product Safety Commission’s 
Hotline at 1-800-638-2772 
 
               Respiratory illnesses: call 
the Indoor Air Quality Information 
Hotline at 1-800-438-4318 or call your 
local American Lung Association of-
fice at 1-800-LUNG-USA.  
 
            Childhood lead poisoning: 
call the National Lead Information 
Center and Clearinghouse at 1-800-
424-LEAD. Also see the HUD Office 
of Lead Hazard Control's lead hazard 
information pamphlet. 
 
       Safe drinking water: call the En-
vironmental Protection Agency Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-
4791  

             Childhood and home safety: write 
the National SAFE KIDS Campaign at 1301 
Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 1000, Washing-
ton, DC 20004  
 
              Childhood home and recreational 
safety: write the National Center for Injury 
Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Division of Uninten-
tional Injury Prevention, MS K63, 4770 Bu-
ford Highway NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30341-
3724 
 
Buildings constructed under HUD housing 
programs must meet minimum property stan-
dards that protect occupants from health and 
safety risks and ensure the value of an FHA-
insured home. Working cooperatively with 
state and local building officials, HUD is 
helping to prevent injuries and illnesses that 
result from such dangers as electric shock, 
carbon monoxide, residential fires, and lead-
based paint. Visit HUD's healthy homes web 

site for more information. 
 
U.S. Department of Housing an 
Urban Development 
451 7th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC  20410 
Telephone: (202) 708-1112 
TTY: (202) 708-1455 
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      “Failure is the only 
           opportunity to  
        Begin again more 
            intelligently.” 
 
               ~Henry Ford 



plications for this programs can be mailed 
to you by contacting the office personnel 
listed below. Attending an educational 
First Time Homebuyer Class is required 
prior to closing. Applicants wishing to pur-
chase within the city limits of Tacoma or 
Lakewood should contact that city for pro-
gram information.  
 
This program is intended to facilitate ac-
quisition of affordable housing for low to 
moderate income families. Houses for this 
program come from a variety of sources. 
The program won a Certificate of Environ-

Through a federal HUD grant, Housing 
Programs makes funding available for 
home ownership of affordable housing. 
Down Payment Assistance can also be ob-
tained. If you have not owned a home in 
the last three years, and are at or below 
HUD's income guidelines , you may qual-
ify for a low interest mortgage loan with 
monthly payments based on your ability to 
pay. Your application will be reviewed 
considering credit ratings and your debt to 
income ratio. If you qualify, you will be 
placed on a waiting list. You will be noti-
fied when a home becomes available. Ap-

mental Achievement from the National 
Awards Council for Environmental Sus-
tainability.  
 
Some houses have been donated to the 
program, others have been acquired dur-
ing foreclosure proceedings. All homes 
are rehabilitated to meet local codes and 
health and safety standards.  
 
For information, call:   253-798-7038   
Office hours: 8:30-4:30  
8815 S. Tacoma Way Ste 211 
Lakewood, WA 98499  
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· Select plants well adapted to your area. 
There are excellent choices available, 
including many interesting native varie-
ties. You may not have the most unique 
landscape on the block, but at least it 
will be healthy.  

· When using chemicals, 
read and follow label di-
rections carefully to avoid 
mistakes and save money. 
You can ruin quality plants 
by spraying before reading. 
Using the wrong insecticide in your 
vegetable garden may make the harvest 
unsafe for the dinner table.  

· Choose your fertilizer carefully. The 
three numbers on each bag (16-4-8, 15-
0-5, for example) indicate nitrogen, 
phosphorus, and potassium content, re-

spectively. To promote leaf growth on 
any plant, choose a fertilizer high in 
nitrogen. For improved flower and 
fruit production, select a fertilizer high 
in phosphorus. Potassium (potash) is 
seldom lacking in our clay soil, so do 
not pay extra to get it.  

· Save money by making and using 
compost as a soil conditioner. Any 
home landscape has an out-of-the-way 
spot large enough to accommodate a 
compost pile. This not only saves 

money spent on peat moss, but it gives 
you an easy way to dispose of leaves 
and grass clippings.  

· Beware of 'miracle' products that may 
or may not aid your landscape or gar-
den. Every year, dozens of deceptive 
products hit the market. If it sounds too 
good to be true, it probably is. Read 

labels carefully, and use 
common sense with re-
gard to unbelievable claims.  

· Top-dressing your lawn with sand or 
soil on a regular basis is not a recom-
mended practice. While minor low 
spots can be corrected this way, you 
can easily overdo it and smother your 
lawn. Using topsoil from an unknown 
source may also introduce undesirable 
plants and weeds into the landscape, 
creating additional work and expense 
to correct the problem.  

Shop and compare. While many nursery 
and garden supplier prices are competi-
tive for many products, prices do vary for 
nursery stock and plant materials. Check 
several nurseries before buying, to be cer-
tain you are getting the best price for 
quality merchandise.     
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  Coldwell Banker Hawkins-Poe 
        12615 Meridian E, #2 
        Puyallup, WA  98373 
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